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WELCOME ~

“Let the children come to me; do not prevent them,
for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”
(Mark 10:14)

Dea r Fa rents:

Thank you for accePting the invitation to grow in know]eclge, love, and service to Gocl through
Par’cicipa’cion in Saint Thomas the Apostle Faris}w Faith IFormation Frogram. W%i]c it is the Primary
resPonsibility of Catholic parents to educate their children in the Catholic Faith, all of the members
of the Parish have a rCSPOﬂSibihtg from the | ord to reach out and to assist parents in every way
Possiblc in their task. Kcligious [~ ducation (Classes for children at Saint | homas exist for the
purpose of helping parents in our faith community who are serious about their commitment to the
Parish and to the task of teachiﬂg their children to walk in the Way of the Lorcl and helpiﬂg them find
a spiri’cual home in the (Catholic Church.

We would like to take this oPPortunity to introduce you to the Policies, Practices and exPectations
of this faith commitment. | his handbook is designcé to Provide an overview of our Religious
I~ ducation F’rogram

As a Fami]g and faith community united, we seek to nurture the faith you, as Primarg educators, have
instilled in your children }33 tcac%ing as Jesus ’caug%t We ask for your prayers, your Par’cicipation,
and your continued suPPort in this endeavor.

C]asscs meet on Monday evenings in the school bui]ding from: 6:1 5-7:30 F’M

]F you have questions concerning the Faith Mormation Frogram for children P]ease a]ways feel free

to contact me in the F[arish Office at 6164594662 ext. 1209 or email

pattireynolds@stthomasgr.org. | hank youl!

May the Lord Giive you Feace!

Fatti Kc\tjnolc}s
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FHILOSOFHY

Our Farish Re]igious I~ ducation Frograms are structured to Provide catechetical instruction on the
Catholic faith to all Parish children who are atteﬂcling non«Catho]ic schools.

Faren’csj by word and example, are the Primarg teacher of their children and teach them from birth
throughout life. At Baptism, a parent undertakes the resPonsibilitg of Providing for their child’s
(Christian formation. | he Kcligious [~ ducation staff of volunteer catechists is here to assist parents
in the sPiritual formation and ongoing, moral dcvclopmcnt of their child ’c%roug% a formal program of

continuous religious education.

Our programs seck to Provide the catechesis and skills for each child to grow and mature in
unclerstandiﬂg, Positive attitudes, and faithful Practice of the Catho]ic faith and most imPortant|9 to
encourage and model the imPortance of a deeP relationship with Jesus (Christ.

Through the process of catechetical instruction, we hoPe to cleePen the faith and sense of
be]onging to the Catho]ic Church in the chilclren, so that theg will be moved to the sharing of their
time, talent and treasure in the life of the C}‘xurc}‘x, now and t}‘xroug}‘xout their lives. We strive to assist
children in committing themselves to a Personal relationship with (God characterized }33 a vigorous

sacramental lhce, a lhcelong pattern of prayer, Christiaﬂ service, and growth in unclerstaﬂcling the

(atholic faith.
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ROLES AND RESFONSIBILITIES

Pastor -~ | he Pastoris resPonsib]e for the overall sPiritual we”~bcing of the Parish community.

Dircctor of Faith Formation - is resPOﬂsible for the overall administration of the Farish Faith

Formation and Sacrament Frograms

Catcchist - This Fu”y initiated Catholic person is called upon to be teacher and model of the
(atholic life for their students. ] o insure their faithful and effective ministry, catechists need to
commit themselves to ongoing grow’ch in their undcrs’cancling and Practice of the Catholic faith, as
well as cleePening their catechetical skills. Theg are assisted in their ongoing development }39 their
Parish and diocesan religious education staff and the Periodic training programs offered.

Co—Catcchist, Aidc - T}‘n’s volunteer may be a co”ege young adult or a Farish adult who is wi”ing

to support the classroom catechist in the classroom. The time of commitment involves presence at
regular]y scheduled classes, P]us room Preparation and clean up immcdiatclg before and after class.
Tgpical resPOﬂsibi]ities include assisting students neecliﬂg individual attention, he]Ping students —
esPeciaHH in the Primar9 gracles — with arts and craft Projects, individual he]P with leamiﬂg prayers,

small eroup discussion or work projects, etc.
group PO

Farcnt Vo]urltccrs - Catechists are urged to take every oPPortunity to communicate with and
involve their students’ parents. (Catechists may wish to invite grandparents or other extended ?amilg
members to come as guests or speakcrs (cigi, a grandparent is asked to share their memories of first

sacrament recePtion, celebrating lent or aclvent, etc.)‘

o All catechists and aides have taken the Diocesan mandated class “Frotecting God's Children”
to be trained in the \/IKTUS program and have met all ministerial qualilcications.

° Faren’c \/oluntccrs should also consider taking this class. We s’cronglg recommend it for working
with children over the course of their school years. Flease visit www.virtus.org, for more
information. The Faith Formation Director will also be able to give you instructions on how to
sign up for the “Frotectiﬂg Gocl’s Children” class at a time and location convenient for you.

°A§°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Ao&°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°A0V"Aoq°A0V"Aoq°A0V"Aoq°A0V"Aoq°A0V“AN°A0V“AN°A0V“AN°A0V“AN°AOV“AN A V

<\A A9 4 A SAUY SAUY AU AU AU AL AU AR AU AU AL AU AU AL AU AR AU AU AR AU AU AL AU AR AR PAY AU AY AU AL AU AR AU AR AL AU AU AU AU AR AL AY AL AU AL AU AL AU PAY S AU CAUY S AU CAA G AU CAUA T AA -42
AT 1S 1S, 10, 1S, 1S, 1S, TS0, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, IS, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S 1S, 1S, TS0, 1S, 1S, 1S, TS, 1S, 1S, 1S, TS, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, TS0, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S TS, 1S

A4 s A4 s A A SAA A S AR S A A% S AL S A AR S A A S AR P A AR S A A SAA S A AR S A S AA SAA S A AR S A A SAA S A AR SA A SA S A AR CA A% A P A A AR S A * A A S AA SAA S AL A A SR S AA S A * A A ¢ A°A SR+ AR S AR ¢ A
1;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-1>A-1>A-1>A-1>A-1>A-1>A-1>A-1;A-1>A-1>A-<;A-ﬂ;Aﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-1>A-1>A-1>A-1>A-1>A-1>A-1>A-1>91;51>51;A-1;éﬂ;éﬂ>éﬂ;éﬂ>éﬂ;éﬂ;éﬂ;éﬂ>éﬂ;éﬂ>éﬂ;éﬂ;éﬂ;A-'>A
D ED D EDAED D EDAERAED EDEDED D DD ED EEDAERAED EEDAERAED ED ERDAEDED EEDAERAAD EE DAERAED WD EDAED AR EE DAERAED DA RAED DD ERAE DGR AED WD EED DA RAERAED WD et DA RASRAE AR

<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<\><v<v<v<\><v<v<v<v<v
NI NI Y R NP RIS R R RO RIS R R RO RIS S R M RIS S R H PRI S R R SO RO S R SO RIS S IO R R NI R NS S R IO R P


http://www.virtus.org/

DOV NOW OV PO NV SOV NV NOW NV, NV NV NN NV, N NV SOV NV NOW NOW, NV MOV, NV, MOV, MOV, NV MOV, NV MOV, MOV, NV MOV, NV MOV, MOV NV MOV, NV MOV, MOV, MOV MOV, NV MOV, NV NV MOV, NV MOV, MOV NV MOV, NV MOV MOV NV MW, NV NV MOV NV NV
2SR ) 2/t g} ) e} ) S ) ) S S R S 1 R ) ) ) R 6 ) e ) ) S S 1 e ) S ) S S 1 e ) S S R 1 ) ) S R S R ) S 8 6 R 8 8 1 e ) ) S R 1 e 1 S R 1 R ) R Y SR s )
SVWSVWNVWSV. NV.SVWSVWSVWSVWSV. NVWSVWNVWSV. ﬂv.SVWNVWSVWSVWSVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVWSVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVJ

v
v

2nd Year P]us First Keconci]iation & [irst Ho]y
4th Year Plus Keconci]iation Celebration

5t Year
8% Year Plus (onfirmation

1*tYear of Formation

§rd Year
6hYear
7th Year

| _evel ]| Atrium (gradcs jst_zrd)
Communion

Level ” Atrium (gracles [ 5rd)

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION STAFTF

Faith Formation Director: Fatti Reyno]cls
ue [Jieshetter, substitute

Youth Minister: | eah (Green
Farish | ife Coordinator: Pam Strobel

Deacon Dean Vernon

(Catechesis of the (Good Shcphcrd (Catechists

Childrcn’s Tradi ional Classroom (Catechists

Pastor: Fa’cherjim Chelich
Kosemary Somerdyke

Faula Veneklase
Robyn Young
Jen Zimmerman
Joe Hogan
(Gabe Hawleg
Carol Dills

Mary Davis

POV PO W SO SO NOW N0 W AW NOW o SO, N W AW N0 W AW NOW o NOW, N W AW A0 W A0 W O W O W N0 W O W O W O W NO W N0 W N0 W NO W NO W N0 W NO W NO W N0 W NO W NO W N0 W NO W NO W NO W NO W N0 W N0 W NO W N0 W N0 W N0 W N0 W N0 W N0 W N0 W N0 W N0 W N0 W N0 W N0 W N0 W N0 W NO W NO W, NS,
2SR ) 2t g} ) e es) ) S ) T ) S S R S 1 R ) ) R 6 ) e ) ) S S 1 e ) S ) S S 1 ) ) S R S 1 ) ) S S e e ) S R e e R 8 1 e ) ) S R 1 e L S R 1 e ) R Y SR s )
SVWSVWNVWSV. NV.SVWSVWSVWSVWSV. NVWSVWNVWSV. ﬂv.SVWNVWSVWSVWSVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVWSVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVJ

v
v



Zoﬂ
1»‘

DD D70 DAz BAze, Duv Dhve Thve TAve Thve Dire Dve Dire TAve Dire DA Dize DAve DAr3 v DAze v Dive Dvd Do Dvd Dave Dvd [A7e v DA Dvd [h72 Divd Dhve DAve DAve Dhvd [aze Divd Dhvd DAve DAve DAvd
<7 ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘4<7 ‘W ‘4<7 ‘W ‘4<7 ‘W ‘4<7 ‘W ‘4<7 ‘W ‘4<7 ‘4

A
1»‘
AN

FRAYERFORCATECHISTS

Loving (5od,

You continua”g call men and women, so that helpcd by your Ho]y Spiritj they may teach others to
know, love, and serve you. We P]ace under your loving care our catechists who so gencrous]y have
resPonded to your call. En]ighten them with your wisdom, set their hearts on fire with your love, and
streng’chen them to give witness to your Son }33 their ’ccac%ing and deeds.

(Grant us that, as a faith communitg, we may be a living witness and a source of insPiration and
suppor’mcor all catechists so that t}wey may respond to the invitation to know your Son more 1CU”3; 50
that others, in turn, may recognize the presence of Christin their lives. As t%eg catechize those you

gave to them, may they too grow more Fu”g in communion with you, through your Son, Jesus Christ,
and in the Ho]y SPirit, one Gocl forever and ever. Amen.

FPRAYERFORFARENTS

Hcavenly T:a’c}'ncr,

We thank you for the children that you have entrusted to us. We want to cooPerate with you Fu”y in
helping them grow into free and rcsPonsib]e persons and mature in the faith received at Bap’cism.

(Grant us the grace to be able to guide them in the Practice of virtue and the way o{gour

commanc}ment&"bg the gooc} cxample of our lives, and }33 the loving observance oFgour law and that

owcyour C}wurch.

Most of all guicle them with your Holy SPirit so that they may know the vocation you will for them
and be opento genuine sch~giving and true C%ristian love. We ask this in the name omCJesus, your

Son‘ Amen.
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FOLICIES e FPROCEDURES

Arrival/Dismissal Times - Our catechists are volunteers and ’cheirghc’c of time and creative effort to

P]an each class is no small sacrifice of love and concern. Tl‘neg, togct%er with the Pastor and
Director of ]:aith [Formation, ask a serious commitment of attendance from all who enroll in the

program. Farents are asked to make the attendance of their children a First priority above other

activities on MOﬂ&a\lj evenings. We would hopc that your children would miss no more than two or
three instructional classes cluring the school year. l]C a child has a Pro]onged i”ness, we ask that the
Parent/guardian contact the individual catechist to report an absence. Should a child’s un-excused
absence exceed three consecutive weeks, we will request that the parent work with their child at
home.

We exPect students to be on time for class each week. Farents should refrain from clroPPing
students off too carly (ho carlier than 6 Pm) since we do not allow students in the classrooms without
a catechist or classroom aide present.

To ensure the saFety of our children Parents are asked to comply with the Fo”owiﬂg arrival
and dismissal guicle]ines:

C%i]c}rcn in the Catcc/ws/s of the Gooa’5ﬁcp/)6ra’ Frogram Leve] I, as well as girls and
5095 in the first three years of the traditional classroom Formation, must leave the classroom
accompanie& }33 a parent or older sib]ing

Faren’cs are asked to inform F’at’ci Ke\tjnolcls and/or Ca’cec%ists if another authorized person

is to accompany their child to and from his/her class.
:iccuritg ~ Al | students (of T raditional (lassroom & (Catechesis of the (Good Shephcrd),
parents, catechists, classroom aides and visitors are to enter the school builc}ing ’c%roug% the main
door of the school (east side of bui]cling). Farents choosing to remain cluring class time are asked to
check with the director for available space. The main school door will be locked 5 minutes after class
begins and will be unlocked 5 minutes Prior to end of class. | here is a doorbell at the main school
cloor, located at the upper righbhancl corner if entrance is needed cluring the time when the door is
locked. FLE_ASE_ NOTE You will not be able to enter through any other door than the main
school door. T he (Grace Street and Parking lot doors to the Ministrg (Center will alwags be locked
s0 you must enter through the main school door.

Attcnclancc - Flease call either the class catechist or the director with absentees. Or you may

e-mail the director at pattireynolds@stthomasgr.ore . (Call 616-459-4662 ext. 1209 before 4:00 pm.
]F you need to connect after 5:30 p-m. P]easc send an email. ]1C a child is absent more than two
consecutive times, parents may be asked to meet with the Director of ]:aith Formation. [ xcessive

absenteeism may result in needing to repea’c aclass year.
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School Building (Usage Rulcs ~ |t is the resPonsibility of ecach catechist to Fait}‘ncuny enforce the

Fo”owing bui]cliﬂg usage rules. The catechist should review these rules with their students at the
beginning of the year, and secure cooPcration.

L Food is not allowed in the classrooms because of the “School A”ergen Fo]icg”; due to the
limited class time and children with life threatening airborne a”ergies, we do not allow snacks
brought in by students.

e  Students are not to touch items found in the classroom desks as well as class Projccts
clisP]agecl in the halls.

e  Students are not allowed to run in the halls.

Class Cancc"ations ~-When Saint T homas Schoolis closed due to severe weather conditions, or

classes are dismissed ear]y because of the weather, Keligious E_clucation classes are automatica”y
canceled. |nformation about cancellation and/or carly closures can be made available t%roug}w
calls/email to the [Taith [Tormation Office, 6164594662, ext. 1209 as well as c%ecking local
radio/ | \V stations. We also have an email and one-way text messaging or email oPtion through
“Remind”. See Fage 21 of this [Jandbook on how to sign up hcgou so choose.

Expectation for Fartici!:)ants’ Behavior - Everg person is wor’chg of bcing treated with care and

respect Fitting one made in the image and likeness of Gocl. ThereFore, classroom behavior needs to
be characterized by genuine Christiaﬂ care, mutual respect, and honestg‘

F’articipants in the Re]igious [~ ducation Frograms will behave aPProPriatelyj s%owing respect for
other students and catechists/aicles, as well as for the regulations established for the program.

Kepeated failure to show respect or to observe classroom rules will result in clisciP]inary action.

[f a student is disrespcc’mcu] of the ca’cechis’c, fellow students or church property, the gollowing steps
will be taken:

o T he catechist will give the student a warning.

o |f a second correction is needed during the same RT session, the student is sent to the
school office with their textbook to do current work. Student will complete a Discipliﬂe
“Reasoning” Worksheet (Pagc 1)

o (Catechist will completc a Farent Notification form and give this to the [Taith [Tormation
Director. A copy of the student disciP]ine reasoning worksheet and the parent notification
form will be sent to the Parents (Page | Z).

o [fastudentis sent to the office a second time during a six-week Period, parents will be asked

to meet with the Director of ]:aith Mormation and the Catechist for clia]ogue‘
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Religious F ducation Frogram Regulations ~ Flease...

o Arrive at least five minutes before the start of scheduled sessions so that class can begin on
time.
° E_aci‘i student is to treat others with respect. Ti‘ieg are to:
o De courteousin speeci*i - iﬂappropriate language is never acceptable,
o Pe courteous and FCSPCCt)CUI in action — inappropriate p%gsicai contact such as
ShOViﬂgJ pusiwirigj etc. will not be toierateci;
o Maintain a noise level in the halls and stairs that allows others to work undisturbed in
classrooms;
o} Walk; never run, in the halls and on the stairs so that everyone’s saicetg can be
assured.
o Students are required to follow the classroom rules formulated by their catechists
and classmates.
e | he deanliness and care of the buiiciiﬂg is the responsibiiit9 of all. Students and parents will
be held responsible for any ciamage to sci‘iool/parisii property.
° Fersoriai property beionging to teachers and/or students in the school has a “hands off”
policg‘
e (Gum ci‘iewiﬂg is not allowed in the builciing
o ]tems that could prove to be harmful to others are never permitted on paris% premises.
° Farents are asked to not allow their child to carry cell pi‘iones or other communication devices

to class. Oicicice pi‘iones are available if neecieci, as well as the Directors personal cell pi‘ione.

Medical [ mergencies — |n an event that a child is unable to continue to participate in the classroom

activities, the cateci*iist/aicie should i:)ring the child to the office so that the parent may be called. ]F

the parent cannot be reached, the [Taith [Tormation Director will call the person listed as the
Emergencg Contact.

Parent-C atechist (Communication — |n addition to the normal communications that originate from

the [Taith [Tormation Director, catechists are urgeci to stay in touch with their students’ parents.

Stuclent Textbooks - Each student enrolled in our “Traciitional Ciassroom” Reiigious E_ciucation

Frogram will receive a gracie level student textbook.

Visitors to Classrooms - A” visitors are asked to check in at the office. Catechists may invite

parents or guest speakera Ti‘ie Faiti'i Formation Director should be notified of these plans.
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Disciplinc “Reasoning” Worksheet

St. Thomas the Apostlc Rcligious F ducation

3. | will do the gollowing so that my time in re]igious education class will be more beneficial

2. What behavior on my part contributed to th

i. Whg was l asked to leave the room?

Name

V.o, A
POV O NV NV NV NOW NV NOW NV NV NV NV N NOW NV NOW N N NV NV N NV NV NV N MW N MOV NV MOV NV MOV NV NV NV NV NV NV NV NV MOV, N MOV N MOV N, NOW NV, NOW NV NV NOW, NV NV NV NOW, N NOW, N, NOW, N,
2/ S/ Ve L Vs ) 2/t g} 2/t g} ) R S ) T S S S ) S R ) e 1 ) ) 8 8 ) e ) ) ) 8 S 1 e ) ) R R 1 e ) ) ) S S 1 e S S R 1 e 1 S . 1 ) 1 S S VS e R Y SR Vs )
SVWSVWNVWSVWNVWSV. V.o SVWNVWSVWNVWSV. SVJNVN!VJNVNNVWSVW!VJNVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVWSVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVJ

v



DOV DO NN [N O [N [N [N [N [N NN [N O [N NN [ N0 NN [N NN [N [N [N [N [N [N SN [0 [N NN [N [N [N [N [N [N [N [N [N [N [0 N0 [N NN [0 [N [N [N [N [N NN [N [N [N [N [N [N [N [N NN [N [N O,
SVWSVWSV. SVWSV. A\ A A A A A SVWSVWNVWSVWSVWSVWSVWSVWNVWSVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVJNVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVV.SVJ

DA
Uy

FPhone/I= mail

A\

Disciplinc Notification Form

b
St. Thomas the Apostlc Rcligious F ducation

v
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,616-459-4662 ext. 1209 / pattireynolds@stthomasgr.org

«
v
tion of Pehavior

.
4
escriP

]Fgou have any questions or concerns regarding this notice, Please contact

Director of Fait% Formation

Catechist Name
Patti chnolcls

ol
N
Stuclent Name
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«
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SACRAMENT PREPARATION GUIDELINES

Please note: St. Thomas Parish policy requires that children preparing to celebrate the Sacraments must be in a
Religious Education program at least one full year prior to immediate year of preparation for a Sacrament.
e.g. 1+ grade + 2+ grade = First Holy Communion prep, 3" grade + 4™ grade = the full catechesis of Reconciliation,
and 7 grade + 8" grade = Confirmation preparations

Eucharist
The Sacrament of Eucharist traditionally occurs in second grade. Children must be baptized and have received
the Sacrament of Penance. Parent(s) must be a registered member here at Saint Thomas the Apostle, register
as a visitor (if non-parishioners), or have dual-membership. Parent(s) and children must be regularly attending
weekly Sunday Mass.* Children must participate in one academic year of Religious Education (1« grade) prior to
the year of Sacramental preparation for Eucharist (2~ grade). Parent(s) and children must participate in all of the
Sacramental preparation determined by the Director of Faith Formation. Preparation consists of classroom
instruction, parent meeting with children and an all-day retreat with the children from Saint Thomas the Apostle
School, Religious Education, and Home-Schooled programs.

Reconciliation
Children are properly catechized for the Sacrament of Reconciliation prior to First Eucharist. The Sacrament of
Reconciliation is received prior to the celebration and first reception of Eucharist. Variation of this norm occurs on
an individual basis and after deliberate consultation between the Pastor and individual parent(s).

Father Jim Chelich has offered Reconciliation to the children in grades 1-3 under “Form B” and in grades 4-8
under “Form A”. “Form B” simply means that students gather as a class with Father Jim. Father Jim reads to the
children from the Word of God and then leads them through an examination of conscience, which is age
appropriate. The children then approach Father Jim individually for confession, then receives individual
absolution, and is given a penance. Students in the 4th grade receive a complete and total catechesis of the
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Students in grades 4-8, under “Form A”, are taught “the art of examining one’s
conscience” which simply means the individual prepares his/her own examination of conscience, they make their
confession, receive absolution and are given a penance.

Confirmation

The Sacrament of Confirmation takes place in the eighth grade. Candidates for Confirmation must be Baptized.
They and their parent(s) must be a registered member of St. Thomas the Apostle Parish. Parent(s) and
Candidates must regularly attend weekly Sunday Mass.* Your child must have participated in one academic year
of Religious Education (7 grade) prior to the year of Sacramental preparation for Confirmation (8~ grade).
Candidates must participate in all the Sacramental preparation determined by the Director of Faith Formation.
Preparation consists of classroom instruction, parent meeting with Candidates, Sunday sessions with Candidates
and their Sponsors, and an all-day retreat with Candidates from both Saint Thomas the Apostle School, Religious
Education, and Home-Schooled programs.

YEDEDEDEDEDEDEDED EDEDEDEDED EDEDEDEDED EDEDERED EMED ED D ED DD ED D EDEDED DD D D e

Rite of Christian Initiation of Children
Occasionally, for many different reasons, there are youth who have not celebrated the Sacraments in the usual
order. Arrangements will be made for any child who has not previously celebrated the Sacraments of Baptism,
Reconciliation, First Holy Communion, and Confirmation.
Parent(s) need to inform the Director of Faith Formation if they have a child who has not
already celebrated these Sacraments. Children should, however, be registered for their appropriate
grade level class. If you have any questions, please call Patti at the Parish Office, 616-459-4662 ext. 1209
or email pattireynolds@stthomasgr.org.

e If a child is transferring from another School or Religious Education program, parent(s) need to submit a
letter from the previous Parish, verifying what preparation your child has completed for the Sacraments.
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Our Promises to You — Your Commitment to us...

Fearless Faith — We are Unapologetically Catholic.

Ouir faith is living and vibrant and permeates all we are and do. Each part of the Monday night Religious Education :
is an active response to faith:
We gather as catechists for evening prayer before Religious Education begins. The catechists pray with the

children as well each time they meet together in the classroom and atrium. Our Catholic faith is interwoven into
every aspect of our curriculum, our discipline and our culture.

We celebrate throughout the year with classroom visits from Father Jim, Reconciliation, teaching Masses,
Sacrament Retreat days and Sacrament celebrations, as well as visits to the Eucharistic Chapel.

Your Commitment -- Bring your child to Mass on Sundays.

Catechetics -- We are dedicated to providing your children the best possible catechetical and spiritual
experience:

We affirm the gifts of each student.

We offer open lines of communication between you and your child’s catechist, as well as with Patti Reynolds,
Director of Faith Formation, and Father Jim Chelich.

After your child’s Confirmation in 8t grade, it is Father Jim’s hope and desire that this is not viewed as “graduation”
but just the beginning of their journey in the Church. We offer a weekly Sunday evening Youth Ministry opportunity
for high-schoolers so that they are able to continue their faith journey with their peer community here at Saint
Thomas.

Our Catechists are committed to making sure that they themselves are formed and informed as catechists to help
pass the faith along to your child.

Your Commitment — Ensure that your child attends weekly Monday night Religious Education and that any
homework is completed to the best of their ability, and they have opportunities of quiet times of Prayer and :
Scripture reading.

Peaceful climate — We believe the root of discipline is to “Disciple.”

We teach our students to examine their words and actions in light of their faith and take responsibility to be what
God created them to be:

We remember Saint Paul’s teaching, “Be devoted to one another ...Honor one another above yourselves.”

~ Romans 12:10
We establish expectations for classroom behavior, and student’s conduct from the first night of Religious Education. x
We catechize and evangelize using approved texts and methods from Saint Mary’s Press, the YOUCAT, Chosen
from Ascension Press, and Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, and we share our own personal encounters with
God.

Your Commitment — Ensure your child’s mind, soul, and heart are ready for each week of learning and
sharing.

Empowered Community — We Partner with Our Families

Parents are their children’s first and primary teachers:
We welcome and encourage family involvement.

We value our volunteers’ time, talents, and gifts.

Your Commitment — The more parents are involved in the catechesis and evangelization process, the better :
their children will do in Religious Education.

Thank you for all you do. It is an honor and a privilege to minister to your children.
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SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH

B DEFINITION OF “ACTIVE PARISHIONER STATUS”

YAy

——

In order to maintain “Active Parishioner Status” one must be registered at Saint Thomas and
actively support the parish in the following ways:

= By weekly worship as evidenced by the regular use of offertory envelopes. However, no
specific amount is required.

= By a commitment to follow the Gospel and live a Catholic life,

= By supporting our parish community’s works and ministries with an investment of your
prayers, time and talent,

= By supporting the parish with a financial commitment. The recommended level of financial
contribution for parishioners is a tithe of at least 5% of your household income to Saint
Thomas the Apostle Parish and 5% to other charities. However, no amount is required.

From the students who attend or participate in:

P

Saint Thomas the Apostle School

Catholic Central High School

West Catholic High School

Saint Thomas Youth Ministry Program
Saint Thomas Religious Education Program

/

* & & o o

We expect:
= Your Regular presence at weekend Mass at Saint Thomas*,

= Your cooperation with catechists, staff and volunteers, as well as your personal best
performance,

= Your sincere interest in Saint Thomas the Apostle as your parish home and your involvement
in the parish according to the guidelines mentioned above.

*If however you are non-parishioners but registered here at Saint Thomas the

Apostle Parish for Religious Education, at Saint Thomas the Apostle School,

and for any of the Sacraments, please note that we will need a letter from your

home parish priest to give his permission that the child/ren is/are here for

Religious Education, an education in our Parish School, and to receive First Eucharist
or Confirmation here at Saint Thomas the Apostle Parish with classmates.
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CHILDRENWITHSFECIALNEEDS

Saint Thomas the APostle Farish offers a warm welcome to persons of all abilities in our
Keligious E_clucation C]asses‘ We are committed to working with Pareﬂts/guardians to make
necessary accommodations in programs that will allow your son/c}aug}'ntcr to Participatc as 1Cu”3 as

Possiblc in the life of the church.

Children with sPecial needs benefit the most when parents and catechists form a Par’mers%ip.
|n order to assist our children in their faith formation, our volunteer catechists need to be informed
about their sPecia] needs whether theg have a cognitive, developmenta] or leamiﬂg clisabi]itg;
P%gsica] limitations due to a |ong~tcrm or even a short-term illness, vision or hcaring loss, autism,

ac}c}/ac”'nc}, or emotional c%a“engcs. We]come to our Programl

Wheﬂ imcormed, our Parish catechetical programs have the abi]itg to moclhcy lessons Plans or
to recruit support Persormcl. Farents are asked to Providc us with all %clp?u] information about each

child }39 completiﬂg the individualized student information form before classes begin.

We will work with parents to create a Plan u’ci]izing the resources Saint | homas can
reasonab|9 offer. We believe that all members of Christ’s bocl9 have ghcts to share.
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“TRADITIONAL CLASSROOM® CURRICULUM
For
l:irst tl'lrough E_iglﬂ:l‘: year of l:aitl'l l:ormation

15t-5t Years of Faith Formation

Tl‘nc catechetical series, [Jiscover: f:/hc//hgf:a/tﬁ in [_/fc, anc/PulDlisl*nccl by Saint Mary’s Frcss, is used
T he founder, Saint Jolm Baptist de | a Salle, believed that (God’s word is Powchul in ’coucl'n'ng hearts.

We still believe that toclay, whichis wl‘ny we've created a faith formation program that puts Tl*nc Catl*nolic
(Children’s Bible at the center.

[~ ach child receives their own Discover! Ki’c, containing cvcrgtl‘xing tl‘xcg need for their exciting faith
Joumcg. Children will dive into PBible stories in their own (Catholic (Children’s Bible to encounter Jesus
tl‘nrougl‘n the stories and Pcoplc of scriPturc. Tl‘ncn, tl‘ncy getout of their seats for a built-in energetic
lcamiﬂg activity that l‘nclps build a mcaningful lesson. Next, tl‘ncy connect the Bible story and hand-on
activity with (atholic doctrine ’cl'nrougl'n agc~appropriatc prayers, Puzzlcs, and clwallcngcs in their Ac’civitg
Book. Watch as thcy connect the dots and transform a learned faith into ajoyrullg lived faith!

Wl*ncn tl*ncg are done with the clay’s discoveries, cvcrytl‘ning gets Pacl<ccl up in their own backpack until it’s

time for the next adventure!

2nd Year~[irst Holy C ommunion, Additional Curriculum
“@ (3o, Scck, Find?, Eucl'narist & Reconciliation Prcpara’cion, lay Saint Marg’s Frcss

4 Year- Additional Curriculum
lec “You Cat” (You’ch Catcchism) and various other resources, Plus ather Jim’s ’ccaclwirxgs on

undcrs’cancling the complc’cc and total catechesis of the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

5th Year~ Liturgy, Aclclitional Curriculum

T he catechetical series is used througl'nout the year. Much of the students’ class time is devoted to
the Liturgy and Prcparing for the Possiblc role as Altar Scrvcr‘ Much of the class time is spent in
the church as students learn about the Mass, the church environment, the articles and sacred vessels

used at Mass, as well as the role and rcsponsibilitics of an altar server.

°A§°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°Aoq°AoV°AoV°AoV°AoV°AoV°AoV"Aoq"Aoq"Aoq"Aoq"Aoq"Aoq"Aoq"Aoq"Aoq"Aoq"Aoq"Aoq"AoV“AoV“AoV“AoV“AoV“AoV"Aoq"Aoq"Aoq"Aoq"Aoq"Ao&"Ao&"Aoq"Aoq"AoV“AoV"AoV“AoV“AoV“AoV"AoV"AoV"Aoq"hoq"AoV“AN°A0V“AN°A0V“AN°A0V“AN°AOV“AN A5
<\A A%+ A% PATA PATA PATA PATA CATA PATA PATA PATA SATA PATA PATAATA PATA PATA SATA PATA SATA PATA PATA PATA PATA PATA PATA PATA PATA PATA PATA PATA PATA PATA PATA SATA AT PATA PATA AT SATA PATA PATA AU AU A SAA SATA SATA AU AU A SAA CATA SATA A AU A SAA CAA .41
AT 1S 1S, 10, 1S, 1S, 1S, TS0, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, IS, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S 1S, 1S, TS0, 1S, 1S, 1S, TS, 1S, 1S, 1S, TS, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S, TS0, 1S, 1S, 1S, 1S TS, 1S

A4 s A4 s A A SAA A S AR S A A% S AL S A AR S A A S AR P A AR S A A SAA S A AR S A S AA SAA S A AR S A A SAA S A AR SA A SA S A AR CA A% A P A A AR S A * A A S AA SAA S AL A A SR S AA S A * A A ¢ A°A SR+ AR S AR ¢ A
1;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-1>A-1>A-1>A-1>A-1>A-1>A-1>A-1;A-1>A-1>A-<;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-ﬂ;A-1>A-1>A1>A1>A-1>A-1>A-1>A-1>91;51>51;A-1;éﬂ;éﬂ>éﬂ;éﬂ>éﬂ;éﬂ;éﬂ;éﬂ>éﬂ;éﬂ>éﬂ;éﬂ;éﬂ;A-'>A
D ED D EDAED D EDAERAED EDEDED D DD ED EEDAERAED EEDAERAED ED ERDAEDED EEDAERAAD EE DAERAED WD EDAED AR EE DAERAED DA RAED DD ERAE DGR AED WD EED DA RAERAED WD et DA RASRAE AR

<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<v<\><v<v<v<\><v<v<v<v<v
NI NI Y R NP RIS R R RO RIS R R RO RIS S R M RIS S R H PRI S R R SO RO S R SO RIS S IO R R NI R NS S R IO R P



24 VAT A A AT A A AT A AT AT AT AT A A AT AT A A A AT AT A A AT A A A A AT AT AT A A A AT A AT A A A AT A A AT
V ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘W ‘4<7 ‘W ‘4<7 ‘W ‘4<7 ‘W ‘4<7 ‘W ‘4<7 ‘W ‘4<7 ‘W ‘4

6t — 8t Year of Faith Formation
The catechetical series, “Connectl Briﬂgiﬂg ]:aith to Lhce”, for Middle Schoo]ers is used
alongsidc the “Breakthroug%l Bible for young (atholics?, Pub]is%ed by Saint Marg’s Fress, is

USCCI.

6th — gth grac}e students will s’cudg the various parts of the Creed. The Li’curgg and Sacraments,
(Christian Morali’cy and Justice, and Frager.

th gradcrs will also s’cudg the Sacrament of (Confirmation

]n Breakthroughl Young teens will see that Gocl has big P]aﬂs for them toclag‘ T weens will be
empowcrec} }33 biblical heroes who listened to (God's call and realized that the\lj too could make a
difference in this world. This resource, written for young People ages 10-13, will encourage

students to discover how God continua”g breaks through to show His love and constant presence.

7"|1 Ycar-»Aclditional Confirmation F"CP Curriculum

This 7th year is a Preparation gearfor the Sacrament of Comcirmation. The curriculum of ourjunior
high students is aclaPted to meet the diverse exPeriences in the life of the aclo]escent, a]ong with the
YouCat (You’ch Catcchism) During the summer months after the\lj have left 7th gradcj it is asked
that the students complete a “Confirmation FreParation Survey”, do some “Saiﬂt|9 Summer
Keacliﬂg” in Preparation for getting to know some of the Saints they may want to use as their guide
and Patron Saint name, as well as completing a “Sponsor Research and Declaration”.

8% Year - Additional Confirmation Curriculum

QOur adolescents are confirmed at the end of their cigh’c% grade year. Anointed in the Spiri’c,
Pub]is%ec} }33 Saint Mary’s Fress, is the additional text resource used with our students and their
Comcirmation SPonsors‘ The YouCat (Youth Catechism), Chosen, }39 Ascension Fress, and
other resources are also used. T}'nese resources prepare candidates with lessons that include
cclcbrating ritual, reﬂecting on Scrip’cure, cxploring (atholic doctrine, and making connections
between faith and life.

All of our Parish 8th gradc (Confirmation (Candidates also Participatc in monthlg session with their

SPOﬂSOFS as well as three in-house sessions with their sponsors and [Tather Jim.
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‘CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEFHERD?
A Montcsson'-bascd F rogram for students: grac]cs / tﬁroug/l 3

The Catechesis of the Goocl Shepherc{ is a way of religious formation for children that is quite
different from Pub]ishecl programs. ]t does not use a catechetical series of books or take Place ina
traditional classroom setting. |n this aPProach there is an especia“g Prepared room for the children in
which every objcct in the space is a hclp to knowing (hod. Jtisa Place of simp]icity and order, prayer,
work and commum’ty. Evergthing in this room, known as the atrium, is intended to be aPProPriate to
the ages and sizes of the children who gat}wer there. |t is the religious needs of the girls and bogs
that guic}c the catechesis (instruction). Thc atrium allows the children to come into contact with

scriPture, the ]iturgy of the church and the whole of sacred historg‘

The Catechesis of the (Good Shephcrc} }chan in Rome in 1954 and has roots in the beginning
of the twentieth century. The foundation of the catechesis is the work of two women. The first is
Soﬁa Cavaletti, a Catho]ic laywomaﬂ who lived and worked in Rome, a [Hebrew and biblical scholar.
She was also a writer, an educator, a lecturer and a catechist. (Gianna Gobbi is her collaborator.

She is a Montessori educator, a trainer of teachers and a catechist of children.

(Catechesis of the (Good Shcphcrd is based on the belief that young children can and do
exPerience (God. The aim of the (Goo0d Shepherd program is to create an environment in which

children can cleve]oP sPirituaug‘ The GosPel is Proclaimecl through age~aPProPriate ]essons,
prayers, music and li’curgical events. [Jands-on materials are used to hclp both children and adults

reflect ’coget%er on the great mysteries of the Christian faith.

Atrium SPacc

/n the 63(/9 church there was a 5Pccfa/ room called the atrium, gcncra// aaj/'ofn/’n(g the C/)urc/), which
was used for the tra/n//“{g and instruction of catechumens. /t was a sort of anteroom to the C/7urc/7,
both in the literal and m@tapﬁor/’ca/ sense. [ he atrium would be set apart for the Preparatfon of
children for their full Partfc@atibn in the life of the church. /¢ would not 5/’mp/ﬂ be a 7u@5tfon of
teac/ll/ng them their Catec/7/$m, but somet/w’/zg much broader and c/eeper. 771/5 room would be a P/acc
where the re//g/ous sentiment would be born and nurfurec/, where the children would be free in the
cxpressfon of their re/{gibus nstincts. Through the various activities of the atrium, children are

helpecl to know “the great realities of life as a Christian"’
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The life of the atrium expresses the life of the church. Ttie many ministries of the Paristi
surrounciing the atrium are connected to it in numerous ways. Above a”, the liturgica] life of the
church gives rtiyttwm and substance to the work and prayer of children. As the iiturgical year unfolds,
children change the cloths and candles in the atrium to the aPProPriate color. [T ven the
Presentations given to them are seasonai, and each age levels ttirec~gear curriculum can be matched
to the Lectionarg, so that some of the Proptiecies, narratives and Parabies heard on Sunday migtwt

also be Ponciereci in the atrium.

In the atrium children prepare for fuller and more conscious Participation in the liturgg. Ttiey
start to recognize words and gestures of the Priest and assembiy. Ttﬂey became ablel ttirougti many
rePetitions of atrium “works,” to prepare the cruets, wash the hands of the Priest and even dress the
altar table. The communal prayer of the older ones is Patterneci from the Liturgg of the Hours.
The children listen for and recognize themes familiar to them from the atrium in the nljmns that are
sung at the E_uctiaristic celebration.

Many of the liturgical Presentations in the atrium (ttﬁe gestures of epiclesis, ottering/doxoiogg
and peace; the PreParation of the cruets and ctialice, the wastiing of the Priest’s tnancls, the | ast
Supper, the liturgicai coiors) give the child an interest in and even ionging for the Mass. Hungertor
Eucharist may begin to grow very earlg. (/lsuallg, when young children who have dcvclopeci an
interest in the Mass do attend, they do not pay attention for the whole time. Put because of the

atrium woric, they now have some iinking Points to watch for and enjog‘

~T aken from: The Catechesis of the (Good Shepherd in a Parish Setting.

Ttie formation and learning abiiitij of the child Participating in the Gooci Shephercl Frogram
continues to build on the Presentations from one week to the next. [or this reason it is very

imPortant that children who Participate in the program are Present each week.
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FUBLIC SCHOOL RELEASE /FERMISSION FORM
FORSACRAMENT RETREAT DAYS

This is a form requesting release for participation in a religious activity. Use this form or a hand
written note to inform your child's school of your request.

TO PUBLIC SCHOOL

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

RE:
(Child's Name)

GRADE:

In accord with Sec. 732 of Act 269, PA 1955, as amended by Act 270, PA 1964 being MCLA Par.
340.732; MSA 1968 Rev. Vol. Par. 15.3732 and subsequent administrative rules, I am requesting
that my child named above be released from public school classes for a special religious education
day of prayer and preparation for the Sacrament of on

from 8:15 a.m. until 3:15 p.m. hosted by St. Thomas the Apostle Church in

Grand Rapids.

Dated

(Signature of Parent or Guardian)
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Saint T homas the APostlc Rcligious [ ducation PARENT Calcnclar 2022-202%

SEPTEMBER

Sept 12 Opening RE Night for Parents & Children, 6:15 pm, please meet in Church.
Sept 19 RE

Sept 26 RE

OCTOBER

Oct 3 RE (1% & 2" grade visits from Father Jim)

Oct9 Confirmation Parent/Sponsor /Youth session with Father; 2:30 pm, in Church (Sunday)
Oct 10 RE

Oct 17 RE

Oct 24 RE (3" & 4" grade visits from Father Jim)

Oct 31 NO RE (Halloween)

NOVEMBER

Nov 7 RE (Teaching Mass for 4-8 graders)

Nov 14 RE (5" & 6™ grade visits from Father Jim)
Nov 21 RE (7™ & 8™ grade visits from Father Jim)
Nov 28 RE (1 grade Reconciliation with Father Jim)

DECEMBER

Dec 5 RE (2" grade Reconciliation with Father Jim)
Dec 12 RE (3" grade Reconciliation with Father Jim)
Dec. 20 Christmas vacation. No RE

Dec. 27 Christmas vacation. No RE

JANUARY

Jan 2 RE classes resume

Jan 8 Confirmation Parent/ Sponsor/Y outh session with Father, 2:30 pm, Church
Jan 9 RE (CGS Level II visit by Father Jim)

Jan. 16 MLK Day. NO RE

Jan. 22 4™ grade Reconciliation Celebration Parent/Child session with Father, 2:30 pm, Church (Sunday)
Jan 23 RE
Jan 30 RE

FEBRUARY

Feb 5 First Communion Parent & Child session with plate-making option, in the Church and lower
level social hall, 2:30-4:30 pm (Sunday)

Feb 6 RE (Teaching Liturgy for 1-3™ graders)

Feb 13 RE (8™ grade Reconciliation with Father Jim)

Feb 20 Winter break. No RE

Feb 27 RE (7™ grade Reconciliation with Father Jim)
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MARCH
Mar 6 RE + 4 grade Reconciliation (Retreat during the school day 8:15-3:15) with the Reconciliation
Celebration in the evening (6:30-8:30)
Mar 13 RE
Mar 19 Confirmation Sponsor & Youth session with Deacon Dean, 2:30 pm, Church (Sunday)

Mar 20 RE (5" grade Reconciliation with Father Jim)
Mar 27 RE (6™ grade Reconciliation with Father Jim)

APRIL

Apr 3 Spring Break. No RE

Apr 10 Easter Monday. No RE

Apr 17 RE

Apr 24 RE

Apr 28 First Communion Retreat Day, 8:15 am — 3:15 pm in the Church and lower level social hall

Apr 30 First Holy Communion Mass I, 3:00 pm (Sunday)

MAY

May 1 RE

May 7 First Holy Communion Mass II, 3:00 pm (Sunday)
May 8 Closing RE Mass (& Ice Cream Social), 6:30 pm

8" Grade CONFIRMATION RETREAT & MASS:

I am hopeful that our Retreat this year can be at Aquinas College,

and including a session on Prayer for students, with Father Jim.

The Sacrament Mass will be held at the Cathedral of St. Andrew.

Date & Time: —TBD- Spring, 2023

Sponsor & Candidate: three (3) in-house sessions held in the Church:
Sunday, October 9 (including parents) with Father Jim, 2:30-4 pm,
Sunday, January 8 (parents are invited) with Father Jim’s “Fishbowl Discussion”,
2:30-4 pm, and
Sunday, March 19 (parents are invited) with Deacon Dean, 2:30-4 pm.
There are also monthly bookwork and online sessions for Sponsors and Candidates
to do together.

2" Grade FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASSES: April 30 & May 7.
Parent and Child prayer service, instruction, and commemorative
plate-painting opportunity: Sunday February 5, 2:30-4:30 pm (Church)
Retreat Day: Friday, April 28, 8:15 am-3:00 pm (Church lower level)

4t Grade RECONCILIATION CELEBRATION:

Parent and Child prayer service, and instruction: Sunday, January 22, 2:30-4:00 pm (Church)
Retreat Day: Monday, March 6, 8:15 am -3:00 pm (Church lower level)

Reconciliation Celebration: Monday, March 6, 6:30-8:30 pm (Church)

Patti Reynolds, Director of Faith Formation
Parish Office: 459-4662 x1209; pattireynolds@stthomasgr.org
Monday evenings after 5:30 pm, during RE, please email me
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Religious Education
Safety at Saint Thomas

Fire — The students leave the building quickly and quietly. All classes line up behind the
church In the event there was a real fire emergency you would get a text or email from Patti
Reynolds via Remind.com telling you a location to pick up your child. This will most likely be
+;the Saint Thomas Gym or Family Fare Grocery Store. (Depending on where the fire is located,
and for ease of traffic flow)
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; Severe Weather — Students will move to the lower level of the church through the
sbasement tunnel. They are gathered in the social hall and are counted. If there was severe
Ziweather, such as a tornado, happening at pick-up time you would be sent a text or email from
ZPattl Reynolds via Remind.com letting you know that we will dismiss students as soon as the
weather warning has expired. At that time you would pick up your child in the regular areas.
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Shelter in Place — This is what we are to do if a dangerous person is near or in the building.
*‘Students quietly move to the safe location in their locked classroom as designated by their
catechlst If the danger makes it necessary to move the students out of the building they would
wgo to the Saint Thomas Gym, Holland Home, Family Fare Grocery Store, or Aquinas College,
V“dependmg on the location of the danger. In this event you would receive a notice from Patti
B vReynolds via Remind.com letting you know what is going on and when/where to pick up your
wchﬂd
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THANK YOU for using the main school brown door ONLY for coming into RE, and
when leaving RE feel free to use which ever door is convenient for you, making sure that
your child knows which door is your departure location. We need to remember that the
fall and winter darkness will arrive soon enough and we do not want children running
into the parking lot upon their departure.

Please note that the main school brown door is locked at 6:20 pm and unlocked again
at 7:25 pm.

If your child will be arriving after 6:20 or picked up earlier than 7:25, please ring the
Doorbell located on the upper right-hand side of the door.
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